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DETAILED ACTION 

Action Background 

1 . This action is responsive to the applicant's response filed on 8/2/2005. 

2. Applicant elected to prosecute claims 67-93 and 136-171 in the response 
filed 1/10/2005. Applicant has failed to cancel non-elected claims 1-66 and 
94-135. Currently, this application contains claims 1-66 and 94-135 drawn to 
an invention nonelected without traverse in the response filed 8/2/2005. A 
complete reply to the final rejection must include cancellation of nonelected 
claims or other appropriate action (37 CFR 1.144) See MPEP § 821.01. 

3. Claims 67-93 and 136-171 are pending in the case. Claims 67 and 136 
are independent claims 

Priority 

4. As previously noted, applicant's claim for domestic priority of US 
provisional application 60/234,015, filed 9/20/2000, under 35 U.S.C. 119(e) is 
acknowledged. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in 
this Office action: 

"A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this 
or a foreign country or in public use or on sale in this country, more than 
one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States." 

6. Claims 67-93 and 136-171 remain rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being anticipated by Pearson, Excel Version 5 for Windows, Special Edition, 
published in 1993 by Que Corporation (hereinafter Pearson). 

7. Regarding independent claim 67, Pearson discloses family data in the 
form of a group of records related by a common value in Figure 36.1 on page 
984 (the common value shown as the "Jan-94" value in the "Period' column). 
Pearson also discloses in Figure 36.1 the family data as a hierarchical 
structure defined by a partition (see values in the "Region" column of the 
figure). Pearson discloses generating and presenting the family data table in 
Figure 36.4 on page 986 (shown as "Sum of Sales" pivot table). Pearson also 
discloses in Figure 36.4 obtaining a pivot value from a user, where the pivot 
value comprises data associated with the family table (shown as the "Product' 
drop down list with the "Nut Crunchies" value selected by the user). Pearson 
discloses storing pivot values independent of the family data in Figure 36.9 on 
page 990 (shown "External Data Source"). Pearson discloses dynamically 
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applying the pivot value to the family table during a pivot operation to 
generate and present (i.e. display) a preview table in Figure 36.4. 

8. Regarding dependent claim 68 and 69, Pearson discloses obtaining an 
additional pivot value (claim 68) or a different pivot value (claim 69) in Figures 
37.2 and 37.3 on page 1013, where the additional or different pivot value is 
dynamically applied, and the preview table is regenerated. 

9. Regarding dependent claim 70, Pearson discloses the real time 
execution of the applied pivot value in Figure 36.4 on page 986. 

10. Regarding dependent claim 71, Pearson discloses the family data 
having category information and using the category information to create the 
partition in Figure 36.4 on page 986 (category shown as "Region" with the 
hierarchy shown as the region values). 

11. Regarding dependent claim 72 and 73, Pearson discloses the ability to 
define additional partitions (claim 72) on any level of the hierarchy (claim 73) 
in Figures 37.2 and 37.3 on page 1013 (the result shown as "Clayton Totat* in 
Figure 37.3). 

12. Regarding dependent claim 74, Pearson discloses in Figure 36.12 on 
page 993 obtaining layout information from the user. 

13. Regarding dependent claim 75, Pearson discloses in Figure 36.4 on 
page 986 the layout information comprises properties associated with child 
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nodes of the hierarchy (shown as the hierarchy of "Region" with child nodes 
of "North Central "Northwest' etc.). 

14. Regarding dependent claim 76, Pearson discloses in Figure 36.16 on 
page 995 overriding the inheritance properties on a node-by-node basis 
(shown as the editing of the heading cells in the figure). 

15. Regarding dependent claim 77, Pearson discloses the reduction of 
redundant information (shown in Figure 36.1 on page 984) with the pivot 
operation (as shown in Figure 36.4 on page 986. Note how the redundant 
Region information of Figure 36.1 is reduced in Figure 36.4. 

16. Regarding dependent claims 78-82, Pearson discloses the use of a 
stack pivot (claims 78 and 79) a horizontal pivot (claims 80 and 81) and a 
vertical pivot (claim 82) on Page 992 in step 2. Compare "stack pivot to 
"page filtering", compare "horizontal pivof to "row area" and "vertical pivof to 
"column area". 

17. Regarding dependent claim 83, Pearson discloses in Figure 36.23 on 
page 1001 identifying a pivot axis corresponding to a pivot value (shown as 
the "Region" pivot value), where the pivot value is removed from the table (i.e. 
the "Region" pivot value is removed), and then generating sub-tables (shown 
as "PRODSALEXLS:f\ "PRODSALEXLS:?, "PRODSALEXLS:3" and 
"PRODSALEXLS:4" sub-tables). 
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18. Regarding dependent claims 84 and 85, Pearson discloses on page 
992 at step 2, that the pivot axis can be oriented to the row (claim 84) or 
column (claim 85) dimensions of the pivot table. 

19. Regarding dependent claim 86, Pearson discloses in Figure 36.23 on 
page 1001 sorting of sub-tables based upon the pivot value of the pivot axis 
(shown as being sorted on the "Region" pivot axis with pivot values of "North 
Center, "Northwest etc.). 

20. Regarding dependent claims 87, 89 arid 92, the claims are directed 
toward substantially the same subject matter as claims 78, 80 and 82, 
respectively, and are rejected using the same rationale. 

21. Regarding dependent claims 88, 90, 91, and 93, the claims are directed 
toward substantially the same subject matter as claims 79 and 81, 
respectively, and are rejected using the same rationale. 

22. Regarding claims 136-171, the claims are directed toward substantially 
the same subject matter as claims 67-93, and are rejected using the same 
rationale. 
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Response to Arguments 

23. Applicant's arguments filed 8/2/2005 have been fully considered but they 
are not persuasive. 

24. Regarding independent claim 67, the applicant states: "the Examiner 
has not shown the reference to comprise the elements of the first claim 

. element of claim 67, namely "wherein said family data comprises a subset of 
a hierarchical structure defined by a partition" (page 2, third paragraph, of the 
response filed 8/2/2005). Applicant is directed to the rejection of claim 67, as 
restated above. Pearson discloses family data in the form of a group of 
records related by a common value in Figure 36.1 on page 984 (the common 
value shown as the "Jan-94" value in the "Period* column). Pearson uses the 
"Region" parameter to define a partition in the set of data shown in Figure 
36.1. See also Figure 36.2 on page 984 where the partition has been 
implemented. Pearson's Figures 36.2, 36.3, 36.4 and 36.5 are all examples of 
partitions being applied to pivot values related to the data shown in Figure 
36.1 

25. Also regarding independent claim 67, the applicant states: "the 
reference does not teach at least the following element of Applicant's claim 
67, namely "dynamically applying said at least one pivot value to said family 
table during at least one pivot operation, wherein said at least one pivot 
operation generates a first preview table of said family data wherein said 
group of records in said first preview table depends on said at least one pivot 
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value" (page 2, second paragraph, of the response filed 8/2/2005). Applicant 
is directed to the rejection of claim 67, as restated above. Pearson's Figure 
36.4 discloses a preview table of family data (family data that is shown in 
Figure 36.1) that has been generated based upon the pivot value, and is 
dynamically generated when the pivot value is applied. In other words, if the 
"Product pivot type is changed from "Nut Crunchies" (by using the drop down 
list control shown in the figure) to another value, say "Fruit Sprinkles", then 
the "Fruit Sprinkles" pivot value will be dynamically applied to the family table 
data (as shown in Figure 36.1) to generate a new preview table of the family 
data. 
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Conclusion 

26. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection 
presented in this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. 
See MPEP § 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy 
as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire 
THREE MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first 
reply is filed within TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and 
the advisory action is not mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH 
shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period will expire on 
the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. 
In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

27. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Gregory J. Vaughn whose telephone 
number is (571) 272-4131. The examiner can normally be reached Monday to 
Friday from 8:00 am to 5:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Stephen S. Hong can be reached at (571) 272-4124. 
The fax phone number for the organization where this application or 
proceeding is assigned is (571) 272-2100. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status 
information for published applications may be obtained from either Private 
PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is 
available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center 
(EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Gregory J. Vaughn 
October 13, 2005 




NT" • " t 



